
Parents often ask me how to “take the Montessori philosophy 
home with them!”  J   The following ideas might help you in 
creating a bridge from school to home. 

1. Create an orderly environment – Believe it or not, children 
actually love having a designated place for everything.  Encourage 
your child to rearrange their rooms and store their belongings in an 
organized way.  This helps children and teens have fewer 
distractions and feel in control of their environment.  

2.  Teach “practical life” skills – Montessori students are 
encouraged to be independent and to care for themselves and 
their environment.  Dr. Montessori said to, “never do for a child 
what he/she can do for themselves.”  Teach and allow your 
children to do jobs at home that prepare them for “real life” skills.  
This also helps them feel like a responsible and valuable member 
of the family/ community.  

3.  Promote concentration - The ability to focus and concentrate 
is an important skill for learning. You can help develop your child’s 
concentration by observing what interests them and allow them to 
work without interruption. Try, as much as possible, to eliminate 
screen time and incorporate puzzles, board games, books and 
crafts that get them time away from television, videos, and 
computers!  

4.  Nurture their inner motivation - Children are most willing to 
apply themselves when they feel that there is intrinsic value to 
their work. Some parents use external rewards as motivation 
(money, gifts, prizes) but only pride and pleasure from within has 
lasting, and meaningful, effects.  

Montessori teachers refrain from using classroom rewards such as 
gold stars and merit-based privileges. Instead, they focus on 
nurturing each child’s personal sense of accomplishment.  
By expressing encouragement and appreciation for your child’s 
efforts, you—like your child’s teacher – can help nurture their inner 
motivation. 

I hope this gives a few ideas and if you EVER have questions 
about the Montessori method of education and how to implement 
ideas at home, please feel free to ask!   

     The CMS Bridging Ceremony 
is Thursday, May 18th. Students 
in kindergarten are scheduled for 
9:00 am and 3rd grade for 10:30. 
When I interviewed Ms. Roberts, 
kindergarten teacher, she shared 
the “Bridging Ceremony is an 
important time to celebrate 
everything the students have 
learned and accomplished.” She 
said the event is bittersweet 
because she is proud of her 
students and will miss them. 
     Ms. O’Daniel, lower 
elementary teacher, shared, 
“bridging is very important to the 
students because they know they 
have worked very hard to be able 
to bridge over to the next grade.” 
She stated the 3rd grade students 
have accomplished everything 
they needed to move on to the 
next stage of their education. 
     Parents, if you have any 
questions about bridging, please 
contact your student’s teacher. 
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2017 Bridging 
Ceremony 

by Derryus Shaw 

A Message from the Principal 
Melinda Harris, mmharris@jmcss.org 

 

716 Westwood Drive • Jackson TN • 38301 • (731) 422-3116 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Our sympathies to Dr. Harris at 
the recent los s of  her father. 
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Middle	  School	  Dance!	  
by	  Nathan	  Briscoe	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  The	  middle	  school	  will	  be	  having	  a	  dance	  on	  
Friday,	  May	  12th,	  from	  6-‐9	  pm	  in	  the	  CMS	  gym.	  It	  will	  
be	  lots	  of	  fun.	  It	  will	  be	  for	  students	  only	  with	  teacher	  
chaperones.	  No	  students	  phones	  will	  be	  allowed.	  The	  
PTO	  will	  provide	  pizza	  and	  the	  students	  will	  bring	  a	  
“ticket”	  –	  6th	  grade	  2L	  soda,	  7th	  grade	  chips,	  8th	  grade	  
cookies.	  Mr.	  Reedy	  will	  be	  the	  DJ.	  
	  	  	  	  	  I	  interviewed	  several	  7th	  and	  8th	  graders	  who	  
attended	  last	  year’s	  dance.	  This	  is	  what	  they	  said:	  

• Aidan	  DeSpain:	  “It	  was	  upbeat	  and	  
energetic.”	  

• Autumn	  Hardin:	  “Even	  if	  someone	  didn’t	  
usually	  attend	  things	  like	  this,	  they	  would	  
have	  fun.”	  

• Morgan	  Harvison:	  “It	  was	  fun	  and	  chaotic.”	  
• Trey	  Littrell:	  “It	  was	  unexpectedly	  fun.”	  
• Carlee	  Webb:	  “I	  am	  really	  looking	  forward	  to	  

the	  dance	  this	  year.”	  
• Paris	  Whisnant:	  “I	  am	  definitely	  going	  to	  go	  

this	  year.”	  
I	  am	  really	  looking	  forward	  to	  the	  dance	  this	  year	  and	  
hope	  it	  will	  be	  a	  lot	  of	  fun.	  

6th Grade for 2017-2018 
by Zach Roberts 
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     This year, the 5th graders (next year’s 6th graders) 
will not be bridging to middle school. After 2 years 
of cycling through “guinea pigs,” we have found out 
that the 6th graders play a large leadership role in 
upper elementary classes.  
     At the end of the 6th grade year, students will 
bridge to middle school. I interviewed Ms. Akridge, 
an upper elementary teacher, to ask her about this 
change. She shared that in a typical Montessori 
school, the 6th grade is part of upper elementary (4th-
6th), as it had been for most of the years of our 
school history. She is looking forward to helping 
next year’s 6th graders step into their leadership 
positions. 

WOW! CMS! 

You raised approximately 
$16,000 through the Jogathon! 

Way to go! 

And had a blast at the Jackson Generals! 

CMS’s upcoming 6th graders. 
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Aimsweb by Bryan Beiter 
 
     Aimsweb is a yearly test. It is a test to see the progress a 
student has made in their grade. The test is used to screen 
students in reading and math. Kids who take this test are in 
grades K-12. 
     I interviewed Ms. Kee and Ms. Dykes to find out more about 
these tests. “Tests are very helpful to teachers to have an 
awareness of each student’s growth and challenges,” says Ms. 
Dykes. Ms. Kee shared, “throughout the year, the test assesses a 
student’s performance.” 
     There are three benchmarks for Aimsweb. The test happens 
in the fall, winter, and spring. Each test is given one-on-one. 
Most tests last one minute except for the math that lasts eight 
minutes. The final Aimsweb tests will be given May 8-12. 

     Teacher appreciation is a weeklong thing. It gives you a 
chance to give back to our teachers. It is from May 1st-5th. It 
doesn’t have to be a present. A letter to thank teachers can 
make them feel appreciated. 
     On Tuesday, May 2nd, the PTO will be providing breakfast 
for teachers. On the 5th, the PTO will be providing popcorn 
for them. If you would like some suggestions for ways to say 
thank you, here are some ideas: 
 
 Monday – favorite drink or snack 
 Tuesday – needed classroom supply 
 Wednesday – favorite candy or cookie (or PTO  
  donation) 
 Thursday – thank you note or gift card to favorite  

store/restaurant 
 Friday – focus on specials teachers (PE, library,  
  guidance, art, music) and front office “specials”  

(Ms. Janet, Ms. Cheyenne, Dr. Harris) 

Teacher Appreciation by Olivia Hart 
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CMS thanks Clayton-
Little Attorneys for 
sponsoring the 
newsletter printing!  

 

And thanks all of our 
PIE Partners for their support: Leader’s 
Credit Union, Clayton-Little Attorneys, 
Durobag, Tim Ferguson Plumbing, Hub 
City Blueprint, Donnell Century Farms, 

and Regions Bank. 

Teaching Assistants 
by Autumn Hardin 

     Teaching assistants help the teacher 
by assisting the students if they have a 
need or want when the teachers are busy. 
Ms. Craig is an assistant that has been 
working since August of this year. She is 
one of 5 grade-level assistants. She 
spoke with me and said, “I love assisting 
the students because it is fun and I love to 
see them learn.” There are five grade-
level assistants: Ms. Maholmes, Ms. 
Craig, Ms. Robertson, Ms. Jones, and Ms. 
Jackson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     There are also several additional 
teaching assistants that are helping CMS 
students: Ms. Mutter, Ms. Lobo, Ms. 
Autry, Ms. DeVillez, Ms. Dykes, Ms. 
Harton, and Ms. Thrasher (not pictured). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Remember to consider all of the 
assistants when buying presents for 
Christmas and Teacher Appreciation Day. 

BOGO Bookfair –  
Buy One – Get One 

May 8-12! 
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The May CMS Newsletter Committee would like to state 
our appreciation to our contributors, including the 
parents who provided photos from past events. Thank 
you! If you would like to help with the newsletter next 
year, please contact Inge Poole at timandinge@att.net. 

May 2017 
 

       1st-5th  Teacher Appreciation Week 8th-12th  Aimsweb Testing 
        BOGO Bookfair in the library 
 4th  K (9-11) & Lower Elem (12-2)  

 Field Day with $3 snow cones 9th  Upper Elem/MS Field Day (9-11) 
  

5th  8th Graders leading   12th   Middle School Dance (6-9) 
 Community Meeting 
      18th  Bridging (K @ 9am, 3rd @ 10:30) 
8th  PTO Meeting @ 2:00 pm    Final day of school for students 

Community Montessori School 
716 Westwood Drive 
Jackson, TN 38301 
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May CMS Newsletter Committee: (front row) 
Journalists Derryus Shaw, Autumn Hardin, Olivia Hart, 

Zach Roberts, (back row) Journalist Nathan Briscoe, 
Photographer Jack Finney, and Journalist Bryan Beiter 

CMS PTO Facebook® page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1392707751048802/  

CMS PTO email: communitymontessori.pto@gmail.com  


